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Transport for the North cuts
At Prime Minister’s Questions on 24 February I asked Boris Johnson a
straightforward question: “Is the 40% cut to Transport for the North’s
budget part of the Prime Minister’s plans for levelling up the North?”. In
response the Prime Minister blatantly lied, saying: “There’s been no such
cut Mr Speaker. We intend to invest massively in Northern Powerhouse
Rail, in railways in the North and the across the entire country”. This
exchange can be seen here. The following day I raised a Point of Order in
the House to correct the record on the Prime Minister misleading the
House with a statement that was simply untrue. Transport for the
North’s Budget was cut by 40% - this is a plain fact. Despite the
Government’s promises about levelling up the North, there has been
precious little evidence of this with regard to transport investment that
bene ts Hull and I will continue making this one of my highest priorities
as we emerge from the COVID crisis.

Make the uplift permanent

COVID 19 UPDATE

Ahead of the Budget, I wrote an
article supporting the idea of making
the £20 Universal Credit uplift
permanent rather than keeping it
under constant review – see here.
Although Universal Credit needs

I know we are all very pleased that
the NHS has successfully rolled out
the COVID vaccination programme in
Hull and around the country. This is
in stark contrast to the performance
of private companies such as G4S

reform in the longer term, many
people in Hull are struggling now in
the COVID crisis and the £20 uplift
has been a lifeline for many. This is
not the time to withdraw support for
families who currently face the
choice of eating or heating.

and Serco who run Test and Trace.
On the last Monday in February the
Prime Minister announced a four
step timetable for the country
coming out of the latest COVID
lockdown and these graphics (above)
are a useful aide memoire. Full
details available here.

Austerity is back
Labour nationally has pointed out that new taxes on hard-pressed
families will hold back the post-COVID economic recovery and mean
further misery for just managing families. On 25 February, Hull
councillors voted through a 4.99% Council Tax increase to compensate,
to the maximum degree allowed, for the Government’s deliberate underfunding of Hull City Council. Councils nationally are underfunded by £2
billion by this Government. The Council Tax is a regressive tax that hits
hardest working people who are just outside the scope of means-tested
bene ts. For them any Council Tax increase marks a return to austerity. I
have written articles for both the Yorkshire Post (see here) and Hull Daily
Mail (see here) on this issue. It is worth noting that this year is the
centenary of the Poplar Rates Rebellion in which brave, pioneering
Labour councillors went to prison for refusing to impose austerity upon
their communities through increases in the rates. Their victory secured
in local government nance the idea of fairer treatment of poorer areas
so that ‘the poor do not keep the poor’. This principle lasted for decades
until governments since 2010 started to erode it.

Justice for Libby
In February, the man responsible for the rape and murder of Hull
University student Libby Squire was convicted and received a life
sentence. While welcoming this news, I was concerned to learn about the
record of o ending over an 18 month period by the man who went onto
to murder Libby.
I have sought reassurances from the police about these tragic events and
that they responded appropriately at all stages of this case. As I have
done for a number of years I meet regularly with Humberside Police and
the Police and Crime Commissioner to keep all matters in relation to
policing in Hull North under review and to talk through concerns.
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